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Outside Japan, the test may be held only in July or

December in some cities.
Find out when and where the JLPT is held.

» www.jlpt.jp
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FAQ

Q:Are there any special qualifications needed to take the
JLPT?

A:The JLPT is open to all non-native Japanese speakers.
There are no age restrictions for the JLPT.

Q:How do | register to take the test? How much is the
registration fee and when is the deadline?

A:Please inquire at the local host institution in the
country/area where you plan to take the test.

Q:At the time of registration, | will not be in the country/
area where | want to take the test. What should | do?
A:Please make sure to apply with the local host institution
in the country/area where you plan to take the test.
If you cannot apply for the test yourself, please ask a
friend or acquaintance in the country/area where you

want to take the test for help with registration.

Q:1 have a disability. Can | take the JLPT?

A:Yes, you can. We offer special testing accommodations
for examinees with disabilities or other impairments.
Please inquire at the local host institution as soon as
possible. You need to submit “Request Form for Special
Testing Accommodations” along with your application
form upon registration.

Q:What kinds of questions are in the JLPT?

A:On the JLPT official website, you can see the Composition
of test items and Sample Questions covers all question
patterns for all levels.

Official Website

www.jlpt.jp

The website contains a list of cities and local host
institutions where the test is held, sample questions and
a wealth of other information. Please check the website to
learn more about the test.

Advantages of JLPT

JLPT certification offers various advantages. In Japan,
the JLPT is taken into consideration for preferential
immigration treatment as well as an eligibility for various
national exams. Outside Japan, it is widely used as
school credits, graduation certification, job screening
and promotion, as well as for a variety of national
qualifications.

Indication of the CEFR Level

Starting from the December 2025 JLPT, the CEFR* level,
corresponding to the total score, is indicated to JLPT
score reports. Please see the Official Worldwide JLPT
Website (www.jlpt.jp) for details.

*Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages: Learning, teaching, assessment.
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What is the Japanese-Language Proficiency Test?

The JLPT is a test for non-native speakers of Japanese
which evaluates and certifies their Japanese-language
proficiency.

The test is simultaneously conducted twice a year in Japan
and various locations overseas.

Since the JLPT began in 1984, the cumulative number of
examinees in Japan and overseas has reached 16,930,000
until the test in December 2024.

Currently, it is the largest Japanese-language test in the
world.

1. Administrative Organizations

Outside Japan, the Japan Foundation administers the test
in cooperation with local host institutions. (In Taiwan, the
Japan Foundation and Japan - Taiwan Exchange Association
jointly administer the test.) Inside Japan, Japan Educational
Exchanges and Services administers the test.

2. Test Dates

In 2026, the tests will be conducted on Sunday, July 5 and
Sunday, December 6.

Outside Japan, however, the test may be held only in July
or December in some cities. Please refer to the Official
Worldwide JLPT website (www.jlpt.jp) for the test schedule
in your city.

3. Test Sections and Summary of Linguistic Competence
Required for Each Level

Language Knowledge

(Vocabulary/Grammar)&Reading 110min

*| The ability to understand Japanese

. . used in a variety of circumstances.
Listening 55min.

Language Knowledge

The ability to understand Japanese
(Vocabulary/Grammar)&Reading

105min. . . . ;
used in everyday situations, and in

N2 i . | avariety of circumstances to
Listening 50min. | 3 certain degree.
Language Knowledge .
(Vocabulary) 30min.
L K led The ability to understand Japanese
N3 [g?g;ﬁ:r)gggazir?e 70min. | used in everyday situations to a
9 certain degree.
Listening 40min.
Language Knowledge .
(Vocabulary) 25min.
Language Knowledge .| The ability to understand
N4 (Grammar)&Reading 55min. basic Japanese.
Listening 35min.
Language Knowledge .
(Vocabulary) 20min.
N5 Language Knowledge 40min. The ability to understand

(Grammar)&Reading some basic Japanese.

Listening 30min.

* Please see the Official Worldwide JLPT website (www.jlpt.jp) for the
details of linguistic competence required for each level.

4. Decision of Pass or Fail

To pass, (1) the total score needs to be at or above the
overall pass mark and (2) the score in each scoring section
needs to be at or above the sectional pass mark. If the score
for one scoring section is below the sectional pass mark, the
examinee fails, no matter how high the total score might be.
In addition, examinees fail when they skip even one test
section, and they will not receive scores for any section,
including any sections which the examinee completes.

Language Knowledge

Overall |(Vocabulary/Grammar) Reading Listening
Range of Pass
Scores
Marks | Range of Sectional Range of Sectional Range of Se}gg::al
Scores Marks Scores Marks Scores Marks

N1 | 0-180 : 100 | 0-60 19 0-60 19 0-60 19

N2 | 0-180 : 90 0-60 19 0-60 19 0-60 19

N3 | 0-180 95 0-60 19 0-60 19 0-60 19

Language Knowledge

. Listening
Range of 0;::[[ (Vocabulary/Grammar) & Reading
Scores
Marks Range of Sectional Range of Se}gg:gal
Scores Pass Marks Scores | \irks
N4  0-180 90 0-120 38 0-60 19
N5 | 0-180 80 0-120 38 0-60 19

* All scores are scaled scores. Please see the Official Worldwide JLPT
Website (www.jlpt.jp) for details of scaled scores.

* Test results and scores are shown according to the Scoring Sections.
Scoring Sections are different from Test Sections.

5. Notification of Test Results

All examinees will be issued a “Certificate of Result and
Scores.”

Successful examinees will also be issued a “Certificate of
Japanese-Language Proficiency.” To examinees outside
Japan, “Certificate of Result and Scores” will be issued
via the local host institutions. Examinees will receive their
“Certificate of Result and Scores” for the July test in early
October and in early March for the December test. Moreover,
the test results will be available on the Internet for the July
test in late August and in late January for the December test.



